
To: Edmonton Zone Physicians 

Re: Primary Health Care Opioid Response Initiative (PHC ORI) 

ORI Overview 

The Primary Health Care Opioid Response Initiative was created to determine the best response to the 
number of opioid related deaths in Alberta. A number that is rising at an alarming rate. 

Family doctors are all facing pressure to deal with the opioid crisis and that can be overwhelming and 
uncomfortable for many. The issue is complex and extends beyond primary care; however, there is 
opportunity within primary care for physicians to do their part and be leaders in responding to the crisis. 

In leading the Opioid Response Initiative, the Edmonton Zone Primary Care Network’s objectives are to: 

• support physicians, your teams and PCNs with education and training to build on your
knowledge and competencies in primary care so that you can better manage patients with
addiction, mental health and pain in their medical home.

• ensure family physicians and primary care teams are confident in prescribing opioids safely and
appropriately, and in the management of opioid dependence in the medical home.

• ensure patients have timely access to care without stigma.
• educate physicians and primary care teams on Opioid Agonist Therapy (OAT)
• support the distribution of naloxone kits within primary care settings
• develop new, integrated care pathways with partners like AHS

With these objectives in mind, the next step for physicians and your primary care teams is to increase 
your knowledge and competency through OAT education and training. 

Opioid Agonist Therapy 

The more physicians and clinic staff trained in and comfortable with OATs, the better our chances of 
reducing the number of patients addicted to or dying from opioid use. 

If you and your staff do not already have OAT training, you are strongly encouraged to attend one of the 
upcoming OAT education sessions or to complete the online training that is available. Funding support 
will be available through the EZ ORI for physicians to complete OAT prescribing education.   

OAT Online Training 

For those interested in more comprehensive training on OAT, there are a number of online courses 
available. To find out which program is right for you, refer to the Towards Optimized Practice Education 
Reference Sheet for a summary of and link to each education option. Funding support will be provided 
(see accompanying physician invoice form).  

Please note the following changes to the Alberta ODT Virtual Training Program: 
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• The program is now available at no cost on both the CME & AHS web sites. 
• Completion of Module 5 is sufficient to meet the CPSA educational requirement to maintain a 

stable patient on OAT with the support of the initiating prescriber.  
• The CPSA no longer requires physicians to do a post-training preceptorship in order to prescribe 

methadone. Completion of the Alberta ODT Virtual Training Course or its equivalent is all that is 
required. 

OAT In-person training  

Thank you to all physicians who attended the January 26th education session on OAT, hosted by the EZ 
ORI. It was great to see a large turnout of physicians investing in building your knowledge of opioid 
agonist therapy and how you can be part of the solution to the opioid crisis.  

If you were unable to attend, the next event is the three-hour OAT Workshop taking place the evening 
of February 21.  

While the January education session provided information on prescribing OAT in family practice and the 
Opioid Dependency Program (ODP), the OATS for Breakfast sessions will provide more detail on 
initiating OAT in primary care.   

Please click here to register for the OAT workshop by 8:00 pm February 20.  

OAT Resources for Physicians 

There are a number of additional OAT resources available for physicians.  Click here for a list of primary 
care support resources offered through TOP.  

If you have any questions or would like more information on the PHC ORI, please contact: 

Dr. Keith McNicol,  
Project Co-Sponsor 

Family Physician & Co-Chair 
Westview PCN 

keith.mcnicol@westviewpcn.ca  

Mark Snaterse,  
Project Co-Sponsor 

Executive Director, EZ 
Addictions & Mental Health 

mark.snaterse@albertahealthservices.ca 

Dena Pederson, 
Project Co-lead 

Executive Director, St. Albert & 
Sturgeon PCN 

DenaP@saspcn.com 

Jennifer Fougere, 
Project Co-lead 

Executive Director Edmonton 
West PCN 

jennifer.fougere@ewpcn.com  
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February 2019 
 
The Primary Health Care Opioid Response Initiative (PHC ORI) was created to determine the 
best response to the number of opioid related deaths in Alberta. It aims to support increased 
access to services and provide training for primary care providers to offer treatment, medication, 
and care to patients and families affected by the opioid crisis.   
As part of the strategy to reduce opioid deaths and increase prescribing of opioid agonist 
therapy (OAT), physicians are encouraged to take education and training to build their 
competence and confidence related to opioid prescribing, opioid use disorder and opioid agonist 
therapy.  To support this goal, the Edmonton Zone Primary Health Care Opioid Response 
Initiative will reimburse physicians for participation in select Opioid Agonist Therapy education.   
 
 Physicians will be remunerated $600 to help offset the time away from practice for completion 

of any one of the following educational programs.  To find out which program is right for you, 
refer to the Towards Optimized Practice Education Reference Sheet for a summary of each 
education option. 
 

 Alberta ODT Virtual Training Program - CME Accredited Modules  

 Alberta ODT Virtual Training Program - Non-Accredited Modules 

 AHS ODT Virtual Health Learning Sessions 

 University of British Columbia and BC Centre for Substance Use (BCCSU) - 
Provincial Opioid Addiction Treatment Support Program Online Course 

 CAMH – Buprenorphine-Naloxone Treatment for Opioid Use Disorder 
 

 Submit this invoice along with a certificate of course completion to: EZORI@ewpcn.com or 
by fax to 780-484-1935.  Courses must be completed, and invoices submitted prior to the 
end of the grant, which expires on March 31, 2020. 

 Payments will be processed through Sherwood Park PCN and distributed to physicians by 
mail.  

 Physicians may submit for retroactive payment as of September 1, 2018. 
 The PHC ORI project will provide education remuneration until the end of the project in 

March 2020 and/or until the maximum remuneration budget of $80,000.00 is reached.  
 If you have any questions or comments, please contact the Edmonton Zone Opioid 

Response Initiative project team at EZORI@ewpcn.com.  
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Contact Information:             

 First name 
 

Last name 
 

             

 Clinic name  PCN 
 

  

             

 Email Address  Phone Number 
 

Course Details: ☐ Alberta ODT Virtual Training Program - CME Accredited Modules 

☐ Alberta ODT Virtual Training Program - Non-Accredited Modules 

☐ AHS ODT Virtual Health Learning Sessions 

☐ UBC and BC Centre for Substance Use (BCCSU) - Provincial 
Opioid Addiction Treatment Support Program Online Course 

☐ CAMH – Buprenorphine-Naloxone Treatment for Opioid Use 
Disorder  
  
Click or tap to enter a date. 
 

 Date Completed  
 

  

Make Cheque Payable 
To:             

       

Mailing Address:             
 Street      

       
AB 

    

 City   Prov.   Postal Code 

       
Physicians Signature:             
 
Submit Completed Form To: E-Mail EZORI@ewpcn.com or Fax 780-484-1935 
 

Admin Purpose Only: ____/___/____  $600____________ 

  
Date Received  
 

Amount Reimbursed 

 5705____ Urgent Response_ ________________ 
 Acct Code Expense Category Approved By  
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Practical tools for family physicians and teams that can be 
applied immediately in your practice. 

 
There are so many reasons why you should make time to attend this 
workshop AND bring appropriate team members with you.  
 
After this free 3-hour workshop, you can immediately apply the following in 
your practice (with confidence):  
 

• identify patients with, or at risk of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) 
• engage in a conversation with your patients about OUD and treatment 

options 
• initiate Opioid Agonist Therapy (OAT) like buprenorphine/naloxone (and 

know what to do if/when it goes wrong) 
• prepare for and respond to relapse  

 
Even more reasons to attend! 

• fantastic speakers who bring a range of experiences treating pain and 
addiction including local Edmonton area perspectives.  

• a safe space to ask questions, challenge ideas, present difficult 
situations and get real answers 

• access to additional supports for you to treat patients with pain and 
addiction 

• great food provided 
 
This Group Learning program has been certified by the College of Family 
Physicians of Canada and the Alberta Chapter for up to 3 Mainpro+ credits. 
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LOCATION: 
Doubletree by Hilton West 
Edmonton 
16615 - 109 Avenue NW 
Edmonton, AB T5P 4K8 

 

Thursday February 21, 2019 
6:00 - 9:00 pm - Workshop 
(Dinner available from 5:30 pm) 
 
REGISTER NOW 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 
Dr. Jessica Kirkwood 
 
We are excited that Dr. Jessica Kirkwood will 
be leading these workshops. 
 
Dr. Kirkwood found a love for Inner City 
Medicine during an elective at the Boyle 
McCauley Health Centre near the end of her 
UofA Family Medicine Residency. A few years 
later, she landed her dream job working at that 
same clinic, focusing her efforts on 
marginalized patients who struggle with 
addictions, mental illness and, often, 
homelessness. She also works at the 
Edmonton Institution for Women and Buffalo Sage Wellness House providing 
primary care and Opioid Agonist Therapy for federally incarcerated women. .   

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This workshop is coordinated by the Collaborative Mentorship Networks (CMN) 
for Chronic Pain and Addiction. For more information about the CMN, or to 
become a mentor or mentee please visit the website.  
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